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30,500 I rotal amot;nl of income received/receivable in lhe yearhorn local
taration {precept} or leuylcontribution'Irom principat bodies.

Total iraame or receipls recorded in the cashbock minus amounts
included in line ?. lncludes support, cliscrelionary and revenue
granls.

Total expenditure or payments made to and an behalf of all
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expenses.

Total erpenditilre or payrnenls of capital and interest made during
tho year on external bonowing {if any}.

Total eryenditure or paymenls as recsrded in the csshbook minus
staffcosts (line 4) and loan interesUcapital repayments (line 5).
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Tho asset and inveslment register ualue of all fixecl assets and any
other long-term assets hald as at 31 March.

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 Ularch of all loans frorn
ihird partles (including $ffLB).
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Annual Governance $tatement
We acknowledge as the members of the Couneil" our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of
internal control, including the preparation of the accounting statements. We confirm, to the hest sf cur knowledge and
belief, with respect to the accounting statements for the year ended 3i March 2024, that:

" Please provide explanalions to the external auditar on a separale sheet for each 'no' response given; and describe what action isbeing taken to address the weaknesses ideniified-

Agrced? 'YES' means that the Council: PG Ref

Yes No*

L We have put in place arrangements tol:
r effective financial managernent during the year; and
. the preparation and approval af the accounting

stalements.

Yes

Propedy sets its budget and
manages its money and prepares
and approves its accounting
statements as prescribed by law.

6,12

Z. We have maintained an adequate system of internal
control, including measures designed to prevent and
deteet fraud and corruption. and reviewed its
effectiveness.

Yes

Made proper arrangements and
accepted respcnsibility for
safuguarding the public money and
resources in its charge.

6,7

3" We have taken all reasonable steps lo assure ourselves
that there are no matters of ac*ual or potential non-

: compliance with laws, regulations and codes of practice
that coutd have a significant financial effect on the ability
of the Council to conduct its business or on its finances"

Yes

l'las enly done things that it has the
iegal power ta do and has
confonned to codes of practice and
slandards in ihe way it has done so.

6

4. We have provided proper opportunily for the exerciee of
eleclors' rights in accordance with the requirements of
the Aceounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014. Yes

Has given all persons interested the
opportunity to inspect the body's
account$ as set out in the notice of
audit.

6,23

5. We have carried out an assessment of the risks facing
the Cou*cil and taken appropriate steps to mailage
those risks, including lhe introduction of internal controls
and/or external insurance cover where required.

Yes

Considered ihe financial and other
risks it faces in the operation of the
body and has dealt wilh them
properly.

s,9

6. We have maintained an adequate and efective syotem
of internal audit of the ac*ounting records and control
systems throughout the year and have received a report
from the internal auditor.

Arranged for a competent person,
independent of the {inancial controls
and procedures, to giue an objeclive
view 0n whether these meet the
needs of the body.

6,8

7. We have considered whether any li{igation, liabilities or
. commitments, events or transactions, occuring eilher
.'during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
the Ceuncil and, where appropriate, have included them
on the accounting statements.

Yes

Disclosed everything it should have
abcut its business during the year
including events taking place after
the year-end if raleva*t.

6

8. We have taken appropriate aciion on all matters raised
in previous reports from internal and external audit.

Conddered and taken appropriale
action to address
irsuesA,veaknesses brought to its
attention by both the internal and
external auditors-

6,8,23

Trust funds - The Council acts as sole trustee for and is
responsible for managing trust fund(sfassets. We
exclude transaclions related to these trusls from the
Accounting Statement. ln our capacity as trustee. we
have discharged our reeponsibility in relation lo the
accountability for the fund(s) including financial reporting
and, if required. independent examination or audit.

Yes No NIA Has mel all of its responsibilities
where it is a sole managing trustee
of a local trust or trusts,

3,6

NIA



Additional disctosure notes*

,.jouncil approval and certification
The Council is responsible for lhe preparation of the accounting staternents and the annual governance statement in accordance
with the requirements of the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (lhe Act) and lhe Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014.

The following information is provided to assist tfie reader to understand the accounting statement andlor the Annual
Governance Statement

Expenditure under St37 Local Government Act 1972 and $2 Local Goysrnment Ast 2000
Section 137(1) of the 1s72 Act permits the Councit to spend on activities for which it has no other specific powers if the
Council considers that the expenditure is in the interests of, ard witl bring direct benefit to, the area or any part of il, or all or
sorne sf its inhabilants, providing that the benefit is commensurate with the expenditure. Section 137{3) also permitr the
Council to incur expenditure for certain charitable and other purposes. The maximum expenditure that can be incuned under
both seciion 137(1) and (3) for the financial year zozS-24 was 19.93 per elector.
ln 2023-24' the Council rnade payments totalling f 5,386 under section 137. These payments are included within .Other
payments' in the Accounting Statement.

" lnclude here any additional disc{osures the Council considers necessary to aid the reader's understanding of the accounting
statemenl and/or the annual governance statement.

Certificstion by the RFa
I certifo that the accounting statements csntained in this Annual
Return pre$enl fairly the financial position of the Council, and its
income and expenditure, or properly present receipts and
payments, as the case may be, for the year ended
31 March 2024.

Approval by the Council
I confirm that these aecounting statements and Annual
Governance Statement were approved by the Council
under minule reference:

-."'-":': t{f *zfwz+ ftPr-L
RFO signature;

Name: {\r"rrll €{ fttv5 Narne: T { rr*o( -(ru \/l, --afr/
Date: IS-Ttr.uX Ul_+ Date: t f -"f .r'UY Wb L 4_



Auditor General's report and audit opinion

I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31

March 2024 of Cilcain Community Council. My audit has been conducted on behalf
of the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of the
Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor
General for Wales.

Audit opinion: Qualified

Except for the matters reported below in rny Basis for Qualification, on the basis of
my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for
concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return:
o has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices;
o that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met;
. is not consistent with the Council's governance arrangements; and
o that the Council does not have proper arangements in place to secure

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources.

Basis of Qualification

Accounting Statement

I am unable to conclude whether or not the Accounting Statement properlyifairly
presents the Council's receipts and payments/income and expenditure and financial
position:
r The Council did not provide sufficient information regarding staff costs to

complete my audit work.
. The Council has not included in its accounts an account described as Chair's

account.

Annual Governance Statement

ln my opinion, the Annual Governance Statement is not consistent with the Council's
internal controls and governance arrangements for the year:
. Assertion 1: The Council did not make proper arangements for the approval of

accounts in line with the Accounts and Audit {Wales) Regulations 2014 and
failed to approve the accounts by 30 June 2024. The Council minutes for the 15
July 2A24 rneeting do not remrd that the Council approved the annual
accounts.

o Assertion 3: The Council does not malntain proper accounting records in
accordance with the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014. The
accounting records are undated and do not therefore contain a record of day to
day transactions.

Page 1 of 3 - Auditor General's report and audit opinion - please contact us in Welsh
or English / cysylltwch 6 ni'n Gymraeg neu'n Saesneg.



. Assertion 3: The Council did not provide the IRPW with the required schedule of

members allowances paid in the year.

o Assertion 4: The Council did not make proper arrangements for the exercise of

electors' rights to inspect the accounts as the Council's stated approval of the

accounts on 1S July 2024 was part way through the statutory inspection period.

Other matters and recommendations

I draw the Council's attention to the following matters and recommendations which

do not affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council'

Timely submission of information required for audit

Financial
year

Statutory
approvaldate

Approved by
Council

2A16-17 30 June 2017 4 December 2018

2A17-18 30 June 2018 4 December 2018

2018-19 30 June 2019 15 July 2019

2A19-24 30 June 2A2A 16 January 2023

2020-21 30 June 2021 18 September
2023

2421-22 30 June 2022 18 September
2A23

2A22-23 30 June 2023 18 Septernber
2A23

2A23-24 30 June 2024 15 July 2O24

page 2 of 3- Auditor General's report and audit opinion - Please contact us in Welsh
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Each year we send the Council a notice of audit that sets out the information we

need to complete the audit and sets a timetable for submission of the accounts and

supporting information. The accounts rnust normally be submitted in July or August
each year.

Cilcain Community Council has a history of late submission. lt has not submitted the

accounts for audit on a timely basis for several years:

o The 2A23-24 accounts were not provided for audit until 6 January 2425.
o The 2020-21 b 2A22-23 accounts were not submitted for audit until September

2423_
o For the 2016-'t7 and 2A17-18 accounts, due to a failure to provide accounts to

the then auditor BDO, the Clerk was required to attend the audit in person to
produce the accounts and supporting information.

ln order to avoid additional audit fees arising from additional work undertaken in

response to risk arising from late submission of accounts, the Council must ensure

that the annual accounts are prepared and approved on a timely basis and that the

approved accounts are submitted for audit prornptly-

The Council must also ensure that it provides all required information for audit. We

recommend that the Council uses the annual audit notices as a checklist to ensure
the information pack to be submitted is complete before it is sent.

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council's attention-

Date: 10/0612025

Richard tlarries, Director, Audit Wales
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Ytlales

Page 3 of 3 - Auditor General's report and audit opinion - Please contact us in Welsh
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Annual internal audit report to:

Name of body: (Lt-c.AtN CoMr^4 ttltl rT/ Cnu rtCr L

The Council's internal audit" acting independently and on the basis of an assessment of risk,
has included carrying out a selective asses$ment of compliance with relevant procedures and controls expected
to be in operation during the financial year ending 31 March 2024.

The internal audit has been carried out in accordance with the Council's needs and planned coverage. On the basis of
the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conelusions are summarised
in this table. $et out below are the objectives of internal control and the internal audit conclusions on whether,
in all significant respects, the following control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a
standard adequate to meet the needs of the Council.

'1. Appropdate books of accounl have
been properly kept throughout the
yaar.

The annual precepUlevylresource
demand requiremeni resulted from
an adequate budgetary process,
progres$ against the budget was
regularly monitored, and reserves
were appropriate.

Expected income was fully
received. based on conect prices,
properly recorded and promptly
banked. and VAT was appropriately
accounted for.

Outline of work undertaken as part of
the internal audit {NB not required if
detailEd internal audit report presented
to body)

2. Financial regulations have been

met, payment& were supported by
invoices, expenditure uras approved
and VAT was appropriately
accounted for.

* 5u6J €q ro tssu
t4- t^t tdrfir*'fa1
m,tot,r- #Vast*T

The bcdy assessed the significant
risks to ariieving its objeclives and
reviewed the adequacy of
arrangemenls to manage these.

* eX,c€?"f eoR lS

* ttv rt{TErZ-NnL fiu0n
*€Pag

6. Petly cash paym€nts were properly
supported by receipts, expenditure
was approved and VAT
appropriatety accounted for-

No frTTY LASF4

7, Salaries to employees and
allowances to members were paid
in accordance with minuted
approvale. and PAYE and Nl
requlrements waro properly applied"

sEE, lssue t rN
lNrrrrLNnL &tJotr e€?orq

8, Aoset and investment registars
were cornpleio, accurate, and
properly maintained.

{ su SJ€ e,t ro lS Sug
6 rN ttrtrgir..$fftL AUBTT
feevar.jl



Outline of work undertaken as part of
the internal audit {NB not required if
detailed internal audit report presented
to body)

Periodic and year-end bank account
reconciliations were properly carried
out.

10. Accounting ctatements prepared
during the year were prepared on
the correct aceounting basis
(receipts and paymentsfincome and
expenditure), agreed with the
cashbook, were supportbd by an
adequate audit trail from underlying
records, and where appropriate,
debtors and creditors were properly
recorded.

11. Trust funds (including c-haritable
trusts). The Council has met its
responsibilities as a trustee.

" lf the response is 'no', please state the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control identified
(add separate sheets if needed).
n* lf the resFfise is'not mvered', please state when the mosl recent inlemal audit work was done in this area and when it is next
planned, or if coverage is not required, inlernal audit must explain wtry not.

[My detailed lindings and recommendations which I draw to the attention of lhe Council are included in my detailed report to the
Council dated ". ll I OaJZO?-* .t *Debreifno reportprepared.

Internal audit confinnation

llwe confirm that as the Council's internal auditor. lAre have nol been involved in a management or administrative role within the
body (including preparation of ihe accounts) or as a rnember of the body during the financial years 2022-23 and 2025-24. I also
confirm that there are no confligts of interest sunounding rny appointment.

Name of person who carried out the internat audir $o u B uslNgsg s€ruIt eEs q,
$ignatureofperaonwhocarriedouttheinternaraudit 3?-"1 B*,].,^*- S*"ari c^.,1 t*0,

-IlDare: lt l6llZOZI+
I 'l

For any riek areas identified by the Council {list any other risk areas belorry or on saparate sheets if needed} adaquate
controls existed:

Outline ef work undertaken as part of
tha intemal audit {NB not required if
detailed internal audit report prcsented
to body)


